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‘A savior has been born to you’ 


LIVING NATIVITY — Angels, portrayed by 
Jennifer Brown, 6, left, and Ashley Brown, 4, 
attend the Holy Family, as Joseph, portrayed 
by Timothy Horning, 8, prayerfully watches 


In those days Caesar Augustus published a 
decree ordering a census of the whole world. — 
... Everyone went to register, each to his own 
town. And so Joseph went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to David’s 
town of Bethlehem — because he was of the 
house and lineage of David — to register 
with Mary, his espoused wife, who was with 
child. 

There were shepherds in that locality, 
living in the fields and keeping night watch 
by turns over their flocks. The angel of the 
Lord appeared to them as the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were very 


Mary, played by Devon Brown, 8, hold her 
infant son Jesus, portrayed by 3-month-old 
Anastasia Horning, in this living Nativity. The 
scene was at the Daughters of St. Paul 


much afraid. The angel said to them: ‘‘You 
have nothing to fear! I come to proclaim 
good news to you — tidings of great joy to be 
shared by the whole people. This day in 
David’s city a-savior has been born to you, 
the Messiah and Lord. Let this be a sign to 
you: in a-manger you will find an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes.”’ 

Suddenly, there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 

‘Glory to God in high heaven, 

peace on earth to those on whom his 


9 


favor rests. 


Photo by Dan E. Pitre 
Bookstore, San Diego, Dec. 5. The Brown 
children are from Our Lady of Grace parish, 
El Cajon, and the Horning children are from 
Guardian Angels parish, Santee. 


When the angels had returned. to heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another: “‘Let-us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this event 
which the Lord has made known to us..’ They 
went in/haste and found Mary and Joseph 
and the baby lying in the manger; once they 
saw, they understood what had been told 
them concerning this child. All who heard of 
it were astonished at the report given them 
by the shepherds. 

Mary treasured all these things and 
reflected on them in her heart. 


(Luke 2: 1-19, The New American Bible) 


Bishop dedic 


SEELEY — Bishop Leo T. 
Maher dedicated the new 
multipurpose building of the Holy 
Spirit mission during a Mass 
celebrated here Dec. 12. 

The bishop was the principal 
celebrant. Father Peter Navarra, 
administrator, and Father Joseph 
Rich, chaplain of the naval air 
facility at El Centro, concelebrated 
the liturgy. 

Bishop Maher blessed the 
building and assembly of some 100 
parishioners to symbolize that they 
are the church, Father Navarra told 
the Southern Cross. 

The structure serves as a church 
and parish hall and has a separate 
kitchen and conference room. 
Dividers can close off part of the 
open area to form three classrooms, 
said Father Joseph Mel Collier, 
former administrator. 

In his homily Bishop Maher 
compared the building to the temple 
near Mexico City that Our Lady of 
Guadalupe requested Juan Diego to 
build in her honor. Mary also 
wanted this building erected, he 
said. 

Parishioners have raised half of 
the $160,000 cost of the building, 
Father Collier said. Jim Raymond 
of St. Mary Church, El Centro, 
donated his services as architect. 


EL CAJON — Stephen Moeller of 
the Congregation of the Oblates of 
the Virgin Mary was ordained to 
the priesthood by Bishop Carl 
Fisher on Dec. 12 at St. Peter 
Chanel Church in Hawaiian 
Gardens, Calif. 


Father Moeller, son of Richard 
and Carol Moeller, celebrated his 
first Mass of Thanksgiving Dec. 13 
at his home parish, Holy Trinity in 
E] Cajon. 


Father Moeller entered the 
Oblates as a postulant at the college 
seminary in Boston in 1978. He 
completed philosophy and theology 
studies at the Dominican 
Angelicum University in Rome. He 
professed his vows as an Oblate 
Brother in 1983 and was ordained a 
transitional deacon at St. Helena 


Stephen Moeller ordained 


DEDICATION — Bishop Maher blesses parishioners of 
Holy Spirit mission in Seeley during ceremonies dedicat- 


Father Stephen Moeller 


Church in Rome in 1986. 

For the past year he has served as 
a deacon at Our Lady of Lourdes 
parish in Villa Udaondo, 
Argentina. He will continue his 
ministry in this Oblate parish and 
assist the novice master in the 
Oblate seminary there. 
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Carmelite provincial 
to receive new members 


SAN DIEGO — Father Aloysius 
Sieracki, O. Carm., Provincial Director of 
the Lay Carmelites, will visit seven lay 
Carmelite chapters in the San Diego 
diocese Jan. 8-14, 1988. 

He will receive new members into the 
Order and clothe them in the brown 
scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
He will also preside at a Mass, in which 
members who have completed their 
formation will profess to observe the 
Carmelite rule. 

There are 125. lay Carmelite 
communities in the United States and 
Canada. 


Members strive to live the truths of the 
Gospel in their daily lives. With Mary as 
their model, they practice contemplative 
prayer and living in the presence of God. 
“In community, they seek the family 


Share the Southern Cross 
with family and friends, 
and they’ll receive your 
faith-filled gift all year long. 


Give two 
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of one 


TELE BEDI ELS 


MY NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Share Your Faith This Christmas 
EEE OE LO EET TEL TREY 


Photo by Benjamin Horton 


ing the new multipurpose building which will serve as a 
church and parish hall. 


virtues of openness, dialogue and 
communication,’’ a lay Carmelite news 
source states. 


St. Charles Church 
hosts Christmas concert 


SAN DIEGO — St. Charles Church and 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of Imperial 
Beach will sponsor the Mid-City 
Community Orchestra Dec. 20, 7 p.m. at 
St. Charles Church, 990 Saturn Blvd. 

Compositions by Saint-Seans and 
Dvorak will be presented. Other highlights 
include ‘‘The March of the Toys’’ by 
Herbert and ‘‘Christmas Festival’? by 
Anderson. Violinist Gordon Barr will be 
the guest soloist. : 

Barr currently participates inthe County 
Symphony and Dan Ratelle’s New City 
Sinfonia. 

Admission is free. For further 
information call St. Charles rectory, 
423-0242. 


1. 


RECIPIENT 


ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


RECIPIENT 


ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


UO) Enclosed is my check for the gift 
subscriptions (one year: $15). 

O Please bill me. 

CX Please send the recipients a gift 
card in my name. 


Send to: Southern Cross 
P.O. Box 81869 
San Diego, Ca 92138 
(619) 574-6393 


* 


, ee’ 


» 


‘ 


& 


wae 


» AIDS statement not a change in moral teaching 
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It’s misunderstood, 
bishops’ head says 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The 
statement on AIDS issued by the U.S. 
Catholic Conference Administrative 
Board Dec. 11 ‘‘does not call for any 
changes in the church’s constant teaching 
concerning proper moral behavior,”’ the 
USCC president said. 

Archbishop John L. May of St. Louis, 
president of both the USCC and the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
issued his statement Dec. 14 to clarify 
what he called a misunderstanding of the 
statement ‘‘The Many Faces of AIDS: A 
Gospel Response.”’ 

Among other things, the AIDS 
statement stressed church teaching on 
sexual abstinence outside of marriage. 

But gpoueh it opposed the promotion of 

‘‘safe sex’? as a prevention of AIDS, the 
statement said that because people do not 
always refrain from high-risk behavior 
associated with AIDS, educational efforts 
on AIDS ‘“‘could include accurate 
information about prophylactic devices’’ 
if they are based on a broader moral 
vision. 

Several hore: including Cardinal 
John J. O’Connor, archbishop of New 
York, publicly called even the limited 
acceptance of condom education “‘a grave 
mistake.”’ 

Though not released until Dec. 11, the 
wide-ranging, 7,700-word statement was 
approved in November by the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Administrative Committee, a governing 
panel of 50 bishops. 

It was the work of a bishops’ task force 
on AIDS formed last March. 

Archbishop May said there had been 
‘a misunderstanding in media reports’’ 
and encouraged ‘‘a full reading of the 
document.’’ 

“I want to stress that our statement 
does not call for any changes in the 
church’s constant teaching concerning 
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proper moral behavior,”’ he said. 

‘‘The statement criticizes campaigns 
promoting condoms to prevent 
transmission of the AIDS virus,”’ he said. 

“Tt urges abstinence outside of 
marriage and fidelity within marriage as 
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well as the avoidance of intravenous drug 
abuse as the only morally correct and 
medically sure ways to prevent the spread 


of AIDS,”’ the archbishop stated. 
AIDS — acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome — is transmitted by intimate 
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SR. JOSEPH F. AHERN Funeral Mass: 
December 10, 1987 at Nazareth House. 
MICHELE MASSULLO Funeral Mass: 


December 11, 1987 at Blessed Sacrament Church. 


DEE L. TILLY Funeral Mass: December 12, 1987 
at St. Patrick’s Church. 


sexual contact, by transfusions of infected 
blood and by shared intravenous drug 
needles. 

‘But many public health officials have 
recommended the use of condoms to 
reduce the risk of transmitting or 
acquiring the AIDS virus, and we 
acknowledge that this fact will be part of 
comprehensive factual presentation on 
the disease,’’ the archbishop continued. 

These presentations ‘‘should reflect the 
fact that safe sex practices are at best only 
partially effective, and that they do not 
take into account either the real values 
that are at stake or the fundamental good 
of the human person,”’ he said. 

Not to address such aspects of the 
AIDS issue ‘‘would leave people to learn 
of them from factually misleading 
campaigns designed to sell certain 
products or to advocate safe sex without 
reference to a moral perspective,’’ 
Archbishop May said. 

A joint statement Dec. 12 by Cardinal 
Bernard Law, archbishop of Boston, and 
the 16 other bishops of Massachusetts, 


Maine, Vermont and New Hampsire 
rejected any toleration of condom 
education. 


In the statement the bishops addressed 
facts about AIDS, prevention of the 
disease, and the appropriate medical and 
pastoral care and Catholic response to 
AIDS victims, their loved ones, those 
with related viruses, as well as high-risk 
groups. 

The bishops also emphasized that to 
combat the disease society must address 
the social and economic problems that 
lead people to high-risk behaviors. 


About prevention, the bishops called all 
people to ‘‘live in accord with the 
authentic meaning of love and sexuality” 
that is a permanent commitment and: 
“‘openness to new life.’ 

““Human sexuality as we understand 
this gift from God is to be genitally 
expressed only in a monogamous 
heterosexual relationship of lasting 


fidelity in marriage,’’ they said. 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 
eternal happiness and peace.. 


Amen. 
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Work to stop 
anti-Semitic 
vandalism 


Once again vandalism has struck a blow in one of it’s 
sickest forms. Temple Emanu-E] and Beth Jacob 
Congregation, both located in the college area (of San 
Diego), had damage done. Beth Jacob, at least from the 
street view, had a sign torn down. Temple Emanu-El had 
a sign spray-painted with the Nazi swastika. 

As much as ine term anti-Semitic turns me off, mainly 
due to its general misuse, I believe that this was obviously 
and purely an anti-Semitic act. I feel that it is time the 
Christian community stood up in its churches and told the 
people that we also will not tolerate such a disgrace on our 
Jewish brothers, and as a combined force we will work to 
stop it. 
SERENE If we are to ever stop 
living in the past, and cross 
the bridge together into the 
now, then we must teach 
both children and adults that 
the reminders of one of history’s sickest periods should 
never be allowed to rear its ugly head except for 
educational purposes in the classroom. 

Michael Daniels 
San Diego 


Thanks for ‘Fatima’ film 


On behalf of Our Blessed Mother and her Divine Son, 
Jesus, I wish to thank the following people: 

¢ Jean Whalen, producer of the film, ‘‘Fatima,’’ for 
negotiating a fair price with Channel 69, KTTY for 
airing the film. 

© Robert Geier who worked as our public relations vice 
president. 

¢ Ruth Cerano and Robert Geier who have spent 
many unselfish hours showing the film free of charge to 
over 50 parishes throughout San Diego County, covering 
more than a two-year period. 

¢ Mr. and Mrs. John P. Lenore who paid the entire 
cost for airing the film. 

¢ The Blue Army members who contributed. 

* Those who just plain love Our Lady. 

¢ Those out-of-town and out-of-state people who gave 
and those many non-Catholics who gave. 

© The Southern Cross who announced last summer that 
the Blue Army was campaigning to air the film on Dec. 6. 

© The San Diego Union, Tribune, and Southern Cross for 
advertising. 

My love and prayers go out to all of you. May Jesus 
and Mary always hold you in the hollow of their hands, 
and may their hearts and yours be always and ever 
happily entwined. 

Richard C. Boothby 
President, World Apostolate of Fatima 
Blue Army San Diego Division 


‘Golden rule’ days gone? 


We write to submit our objection to the disgraceful: 
trend in our education system. Presently the maxim 
adopted as the principle of behavior in our schools is ‘‘Let 
the kids have their fling’’ and the tragic outcome is 
discernible in the pregnancy rate, for instance. 

Forbearance of such behavior disrupts the credibility of 
every adult human being who stands silently by while the 
children. who have been entrusted to our care are 
persuaded to squander their well-being, thereby forfeiting 
their integrity for all time. Does nobody care? 

By that immoral distinction, today’s children are being 
denied the pleasure which most adults enjoy in reflecting 
on “‘School days ... dear old ‘golden rule’ days.”’ 

- M.L. Sweeney 
San Diego 


Clinic statement commended 


Because of the leadership of Bishop Maher and the hard 
work of Catholics and non-Catholics alike, the schools of 
the San Diego School District do not have clinics which 
dispense contraceptives or refer for abortions. 

We must not be complacent, recalling that this 
situation exists because of 903 votes out of 185,000. That 
small number maintained the 3-2 majority on the Board 
of Education. 

The California bishops are to be commended for their 
strong recent statement. 

Frank Grabarits, MD 
San Diego 
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It all began in 


Sooner or later it had to happen. Last week the city 
attorney for San Diego declared that the Nativity scene 
which has graced Balboa Park during the Christmas 
season for decades was unconstitutional. I was very sad to 
hear that such a decision had been made. 

Religion has always played an important role in the life 
of our. nation, and the holidays, Christian and non- 
Christian, have been a good balance to the prevailing 
secularist mentality of so many of our people. 

Thus, it is particularly disheartening to see Christmas 
reduced to a tree, Santa and the reindeer in Balboa Park. 
However, let us not overreact to the decision of the city 
attorney. Rather, let us take a look at what was done and 
why. 

Since its beginning, the Nativity scene in Balboa Park, 
though the property of a private committee, has been 
stored, maintained, set up and taken down by city funds. 
It is not the fact that the Nativity scene is being displayed 
that is opposed by elements of our society; it is the fact 
that public tax dollars are being used to fund what is a 
definite religious expression of the holiday. 

According to the city attorney, San Diego is simply 
following the example of other civic communities 
throughout the United States who have been asked to 
comply with the separation of Church and State as 
guaranteed by the Constitution of our nation. 

We can argue forever as to the appropriate 
interpretation of the First Amendment, but that would 
not serve our immediate need. Suffice it to say that, for 
now, the U.S. Supreme Court has made a decision, which 
is being interpreted and implemented by the city 
attorney, and we have to live with that. Consequently, the 
City of San Diego feels that it can no longer display the 
Balboa Park Nativity scene at public expense. 

Allis not lost, however. According to the city attorney’s 
office, if a private committee were to display the Nativity 
scene on its own and provide any funds and personnel 
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needed to set it up and take it down, and if it were 
incorporated into a larger community display for the 
holiday season, then it could appropriately appear on city 
property. 

There is ample precedent for this decision. A similar 
dispute was happily resolved a few years ago in 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. So then, what do we do? 

First of all, we should avoid any remarks or snide 
comments about those who brought this matter to public 
attention. That kind of conduct on the part of Christians 
would be contrary to what the Nativity scene ultimately 
displays — God’s love for his people. 

Second, concerned Christians should offer to serve on a 
committee to store, maintain, set up and take down the 
Nativity scene during the year. 

Third, other religious groups should be invited and 
encouraged to set up displays depicting their own 
religious beliefs during their important holidays. 

Fourth, we Christians should work harder than ever to 
make the Gospel of Jesus Christ known by our words and 
efforts. Since when have we in this country ever depended 
on the government to do that work for us? 

I have always liked the Christmas displays in Balboa 
Park. I do not like the fact that we face the possibility of 
losing the centrally important depiction of Christmas in 
our community display. 

If we keep our reason about all this and act like 
Christians, then we can find a way to assure that the 
Nativity scene in question will continue to be displayed in 
a manner that will please Christians, avoid offending non- 
Christians, and be legally acceptable. Any volunteers? If 
so, contact the city attorney and offer your services. 


The Christmas challenge 


Christmas is Christ’s birthday. That is the only reason 
we celebrate at this time of the year. 

Was Jesus actually born on Dec. 25 in the year of Our 
Lord? All we can say about that is that Dennis the Little, 
who computed the date, misjudged the years of the 
Roman Emperors and Consuls and chose a year when 
Our Lord must have already been five or six years old. 

As for the date of Dec. 25, that is also ambiguous. St. 
John Chrysostom and some of the Fathers opted for this 
as an accurate day. More recent research seems to 
indicate that the Roman church replaced the pagan feast 
of the rebirth of the Unconquered Sun (Sol Invictus) with 
a feast in honor of the birth of Christ, the true Son of 
Justice. 

So, while our ‘historical curiosity remains unsatisfied, 
our festival of faith uses this date-to celebrate the entrance 
of Jesus into the world at Bethlehem of Judea, a fact, nota 
date. 

Because of this historical and theological fact, we have 
ample cause to celebrate. The love of God has come 
Incarnate into the world. The Virgin Mother and St. 
Joseph are entrusted with this treasure. Through the 
shepherds and the Magi, the good news is spread abroad. 

Even the heavens could not remain silent, and we are 
not at all surprised to hear of the heavenly choirs singing 
out. 

The response expected from us is the challenge of the 
whole Christian order of existence. Man is called to reach 
the heights of his human potential, and then with the help 
of grace, go beyond that. 

Christ’s entrance into human history, at a point which 
St. Paul calls ‘‘the fullness of time,’’ has given us the 
vision of faith so that we can see beyond the mere visible 
horizon. into the reaches of eternity. It’s a breathtaking 
concept. 

As for the secular world, it’s no wonder it cannot 


appreciate this concept. It has to replace ““Merry 
Christmas’ with Happy Holidays, ‘‘Adeste Fideles’’ 
with White Christmas, and ““Angels We Have Heard on 
High”’ with Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer. 

The exchange of simple, handmade gifts, which was 
meant to reflect the exchange of love between God and 
man, has become a multibillion dollar industry, even in 
non-Christian nations and the communist world. 

The decorated Christmas tree is a symbol of faith 
brought to life through charity. Now if you look at the 
decorator models, you wonder what they do symbolize. 

When St. Francis of Assisi popularized the Nativity 
scenes, he never thought he was starting a whole new 
industry. Christmas cards were méant to proclaim the 
good news of the birth of Jesus, but many of today’s cards 
have no direct relation to Christ. 

Yet, this is not all bad. At some time or other during 

the Christmas season, the question is bound to surface, 
“Why do we celebrate this day, this season?’’ And the 
opportunity is opened, the seed is sown. 
' More than ever, it becomes plain to Christians that we 
must proclaim Christ in our lives to draw others to him. 
There is no magnet so great as the attraction of good 
example. If the world does not know Christ, we have to 
ask ourselves if we are proclaiming Christ by our actions, 
not just at Christmas but throughout the year. 

Christmas contains the joy of a birthday party, the 
celebration of a great historical event and the challenge to 
conform our lives to the love and the message of Christ. 


Father Charles Dollen is_pastor of St. Gabriel parish, Poway. 
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is celebrating God's © Denar said Christmas shoppers 
snouid: 
— : Z e Identify who’s on their gift list. 
| Jesus makes it clear that joy is ‘‘his e Allocate a total to be spent on each 
! ces : tow -__ewn joy,” flowing from the love he person. 
7 i ‘the ups Se Ze y separa ' hares with his Father and leading to ¢ Calculate an overall total of what 
e : : = = . 2 g ; — et they really can afford. 

Pw Bernacchi estimated that most shoppers 
overspend their Christmas budget by 50 
to 100 percent, which can ‘‘cause a lot of 
stress in the family from January through 

March. 
; The need to feel good, the need to feel 
giving, to feel ‘Christmas’ ’’ prompts 
. shoppers to go on “anxiety buying’ 
| binges, said Bernacchi. 
SERVING 
SAN DIEGO 
| ¢ HARBOPR a The Society for the Pr tion of the Faith 
37 YEARS opagation of the Fai 
P ES Fi CONTROL RADIO DISPATCHED TRUCKS Reaching out with Deacon Michael Newman 
| PEST *& TERMITE * FUMIGATION 22 4-1 1 40 : 
Y 
) ear of the laity 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
As we come to the close of another year we look back on “‘the 
' ae i year of the laity’’ in the Church. Not only was the recent Synod 
1 Buds & Blossoms Ine. | ADVERTISE in Rome totally concerned with the laity, but the missionary 
a& “ ! “ lity florist” i appeal throughout the year has been for greater participation of 
i 3 i the laity in mission work and support. 
I Custom Weddings, Get Well j i Some of the results are encouraging. New groups of various 
1 Flowers, Blooming & Green j allel de care hones kinds of actions have been formed in many parts of the world: for 
| | Plants, Funerals, Custom silks, j forging beauty of your instance, a group of Catholics in Japan have formed an 
and much, much more. ‘ carpets ; organization to fight the terrible toll of suicide in that country (60 
eI = Z i 
WE DELIVER! ! a day). In Santa Lucia, Catholic youth have set themselves the 
' i (Dry Methods) y, : a vas 
1 ; & goal of commitment to missionary service. In Ecuador, a new lay 
j 275-2336 ! Stim Buster. missionary institute has been founded. 
“a | @ i os : das ie eae Of course, the idea of lay missionaries is not new and, in fact, 
1 ; h 422-8702 the local effort in California through the Los Angeles 
: 3010 Clairemont Dr. f 2 cer ate 
eres j ” ; Archdiocesan Lay Mission-Helpers organization has long been 
: . Up the hill from Hwy. 5 1 |Discounts given to churches ; 
| Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. i | schools Hh lee & halls 4 noted for its tremendous response. 
Ey Hal pan oc ae ae Ae NER In the mission field we have had catechists for decades who are 
PO eee the chief aides to pke priests. They have been pioneers as 
Y) g missionaries, often heroic. 
U ; } . ns Saas 
Z Continuous & dignified service More and more ideas for lay involvement in mission activity 
Zp ihe Coins und present themselves as time goes on. But once again, the question 
Z since 1946 4 for all lay persons is: what is my response? Perhaps it can only be 
Z g financial. Don’t let the call be ignored 
> . g Z inancial. Don’t let the c g ; 
4 Z 
Z J 10 SS) SS ey es YS GS ee es ee ee ee ees es Ce 
Y Sy? Z TO: 
y 4 Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 
Z  4710Cass St. P.O. Box 11011 
Z San Diego, CA 92111 
y 488-5553 x = Here is my gift for God’s work in the missions: $ 
y Mission Bay Chapel & F oe 
Z zi : 
Z 488-7575 Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. naspeees 
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Local parishes 
plan Christmas 
celebrations 


By Maureen Nuesca 
Southern Cross 


SAN DIEGO — Parishes and Catholic organizations 
throughout the San Diego diocese have scheduled a 
multitude of activities this Christmas season. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Center has been giving parties 
for children in the shelter since Nov. 25. The festivities 
will end Dec. 23. 

SVDP has also held food drives with such participants 
as Restaurant Row on San Diego Avenue and KSDO 
radio’s Roger Hedgecock Show. 

The center will host a life-size Nativity featuring live 
animals from Dec. 20-Jan. 2. 

Four Christmas meals will be provided at the center 
Dec. 23-25. Volunteer food preparers include the Ladies 
of Charity, SVDP Thrift Store staff and the La Jolla Key 
Club. 

St. Vincent de Paul is also sponsoring an adopt-a-needy 
family program. Participants are asked to provide at least 
one gift for each family member, Christmas dinner and 
extra food for one day or more. 

All Hallows parish, La Jolla, is also holding an adopt-a- 
family program. The parish will provide food and toys for 
55 families in their sister parish, St. Jude’s in Southeast 
San Diego. 

Friends of the Poor, an All Hallows group, will take 
gifts to Casa de los Pobres, a Tijuana orphanage. Among 
items needed are toys, blankets, food and money. 


Eight diocesan parishes will host sign language 
interpreted Christmas Masses. They are: Christ the 
King, San Diego; St. Gabriel, Poway; St. Francis, Vista; 
St. Mark, San Marcos; St. Mary Magdalene, 
Clairemont; St. Rose of Lima, Chula Vista, Our Lady of 
Grace, El Cajon; and Santa Sophia, Spring Valley. (See 
Calender, page 14, for times.) 

Festivities at St. Brigid parish, Pacific Beach, include 
the hanging of the greens, a ceremony in which the 
church is decorated for Christmas. It will take place Dec. 
20 at 4 p.m. St. Brigid Youth Choir will perform at the 
event. 

Mary, Star of the Sea parish in La Jolla will hold a 
Christmas concert in the church hall Dec. 20. Songs will 


SUPPORT FOR HOMELESS — Father Joe Carroll, 
president of the St: Vincent de Paul/Joan Kroc 
Center, San Diego, talks outside the facility about the 
shelter for the homeless Dec. 11 to Roger Hedgecock 
on the latter’s show on KSDO radio. Looking on are 


include ‘‘Laud to the Nativity’? and ‘‘Anthem for 
Christmas Day.’’ The parish’s Hispanic community will 
host a Posada at 6:30 p.m., Dec. 19. 

Immaculate Conception parish in Old Town also 
participated in a Posada Dec. 9. Father James Reid gave 
the invocation at the event. Following this, parishioners 
and tourists proceeded through Old Town State Historic 
Park with lighted candles. 

St. Patrick parish, Carlsbad, concluded a weeklong 
novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe with Mafanitas at 5 
a.m. Dec. 12. That afternoon, the parish conducted a 
pilgrimage from Holiday Park to the church for a 5:30 
p.m. Mass. 

Other ethnic communities have also planned holiday 
celebrations, including members of the Filipino American 
Association which will dramatize the Gospel at the 8 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass at St. Mary parish, National City. 


Photo by Larry Plaster 
professional baseball players Eric Rasmussen, left, 
Steve Sax, far right, Dave Dravecky and his son, and 
Jerry Capstine, the players’ agent. Area citizens and 
businesses donated $45,000 and a truckload of 


’ clothing and food during the three-hour broadcast. 


Schools throughout the diocese will hold a number of 
Christmas activities. 

Marian High School in Imperial Beach is sponsoring its 
yearly toy drive for needy families in the San Diego area. 
Organizers expect over 300 toys will be donated. 

Blessed Sacrament School in San Diego is also holding 
a toy drive. Brian Bennett, principal, said students will 
donate some 360 toys which will be distributed to needy 
children by the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

KGTV-Channel 10. will broadcast ‘San Diego 
Yearbook ,’’a program featuring highlights of 1987, on 
Dec. 26 at 8 p.m. The shows commentators will include 
University of San Diego Professor Father Ron Pachence, 
who will speak on the significance of the papal visit, and 
Saint Vincent de Paul Center president Father Joe 
Carroll, who will discuss the opening of the facility for the 
homeless people. 


Christmas season in Rome: A time to pray and eat 


By John Thavis 
NC News Service 


VATICAN CITY — When Pope John 
Paul II laid flowers beneath a statue of the 
crowned Madonna Dec. 8, he sent a 
ceremonial signal to Rome’s tradition- 
minded population: The Christmas 
season was officially under way. 

Rome’s yuletide begins with a day off 
— the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception — and ends with the kind of 
meal that takes all day to eat. Praying and 
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Special Sale 
to the Clergy 


All Sizes 


222-1745 


PRINCIPALS 


Enamel-coated large book covers 
STEVENS PUBLISHING CO. 
Ask for John (213) 623-1585 


ALBERTINI 
Men’s Shop 


Clergy Suits, Wholesale Priced 


Loma Square, Point Loma 
Corner of Rosecrans and Midway 


eating are the common denominators for 
much of what goes on in between, too. 

"Tis the season of panettone, an Italian 
Christmas cake, and torrone, a nougat bar 
full of almonds and pistachios; of duck-in 
visits to elaborate church nativity scenes 
and pilgrimages to Piazza Navona, where 
the crib figurines are sold by the 
thousands; of baked fish, midnight Mass, 
the papal Urbi et Orbi blessing and deep- 
fried artichokes — in that order. 

The pope and the Vatican have always 
been the main actors in this pageant, but 


not the only ones. St. Peter’s has the 
biggest Christmas tree, the biggest 
presepio, or nativity scene, and the biggest 
midnight Mass. But in the narrow streets 
across the Tiber River, traditions, albeit 
of less grandeur, thrive. 

The presepio ties much of the Roman 
Christmas together. Taking the kids to 
see miniature cribs and mangers in local 
churches is an Italian equivalent of seeing 
Santa at the shopping mall. Here, Santa 
still plays second fiddle to Bambino Gesu, 
the baby Jesus. 


The presepio tour is usually made in the 
evening, when the flashing lights, 
running water and other special effects 
are best viewed in the darkened chapels. 
In the Jesuit Church of the Gesu, a tiny 
brook meanders past the stable, while 
angels fly overhead and an imitation fire 
burns alongside the manger. 

But churches are not the only places 
that re-create Christ’s birth. A bakery not 
far from where St. Peter was martyred 
exhibits a manger scene made entirely of 
bread, baked to a golden brown. 
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BE PROUD TO WEAR 


JESUS CHRIST 
OUR SAVIOR 


SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 


STERLING SILVER 
PENDANT with 18” CHAIN 


HOWARD INDUSTRIES 
3252 HOLIDAY CT #202 
LA JOLLA, CA. 92037 


ALL POSTAGE, HANDLING AND 
SALES TAXES, IF ANY, ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE PRICE. 


LIMITED 
OFFER, 
ORDER TODAY! 


SEND $40 
TO: 


© Nativity sets :. 

© Religious recordings - 

© Religious jewelry ° 

¢ Children’s books Oo 

© Religious pictures ° 
and plaques 


O°’Connors 
we keep Christ in Christmas 


Spiritual gifts for the whole family 


Bibles 

Spiritual reading 
Christmas cards 
Statuary 

Catholic Trivia Games 


O’Connors 

Church Goods, Inc. 

3720 El Cajon Blvd. 

San Diego, CA 92105 (619) 283-2306 
Christmas Hours: 8:30-6:00 p.m. Mon,-Fri.; 8:30-5:30 p.m. Sat. 
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Christmas dinner — gift to many groups 


By Joyce Carr 


| Southern Cross 


SAN DIEGO — The St. Vincent de Paul kitchen and 
dining room will look and feel a lot like Christmas Dec. 24 
when some 1,000 homeless people are expected for the 
noon dinner. 

The occasion will be a gift, not only for the guests but 
for everyone involved, said Jane Emerson, a San Diego 

X Catholic Worker (SDCW) board member. “*Volunteers 
will have the opportunity to give themselves to others and 
to their community.” 

They will also gain insights into the ‘diversity of 
homeless people.’? Mingling with them ‘“‘broadens 
volunteers’ experience and personalizes the dilemma of 
homelessness and poverty,’’ said Sister RayMonda 
DuVall, SDCW board president. 

The holiday meal will be served by about 60 volunteers, 
said board member Betty Watson. However, anyone can 
participate in the celebration by donating hams, candied ~ 
i yams, instant mashed potatoes and desserts, she added. 
i These items should be brought to the center, 15th Street 


a 


& | és and Imperial Avenue, on Dec. 21 and 22 and designated 
for the San Diego Catholic Worker. 
Serving their first Christmas dinner in the kitchen of 
the new St. Vincent de Paul/Joan Kroc Center will be like 
a gift for the volunteers, Watson said. 
Stainless steel equipment in the kitchen includes six 
ovens, a gas range, two steam cookers, a 60-gallon steam SALAD MASTER — SDCW volunteer Jerry 
boiler and a 30-foot steam table. A separate room Bevilacqua uses some of the modern utensils in the 
contains dish-washing equipment. SVDP Center kitchen. He is one of 60 helpers who 
The volunteers said they also relish the use of a food will prepare and serve dinner on Christmas Eve to 
elevator and storage room that is filled with portable over 1,000 guests. 
metal shelves for non-perishable food items and supplies. , 
Another area contains a walk-in freezer and refrigerator. _ hole in the wall’’ with very little storage space. It housed 
pe @ SDCW volunteers said they consider these facilities a three refrigerators, two home-style freezers and three er reer oar 
luxury, compared to the 16th Street kitchen where they small ovens, which worked intermittently, Watson said. TRAY TIME — Beatrice Wilson, a SDCW volunteer. 
have prepared and served their last two Christmas However, workers managed to cook and serve meals prepares to serve the noon meal to homeless people 
dinners. for 500 guests at one time, board member Alice Smith at the St. Vincent de Paul Center. : 
Board member Godfrey Browne called this kitchen ‘“‘a _ said. 
&y cd 
wx» ‘m 
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e Double 


‘ST. NICHOLAS’ CALLS — Children at St. Margaret parish, Oceanside, listen Tax-Free . 
as ‘St. Nicholas,’ portrayed by parishioner Ed Anzszeicz, tells his life story. The Insured High 
visit from St. Nicholas occurred Dec. 6, the feast day of the popular saint who Income 
was bishop of Myra in Asia Minor during the 4th century. « Safety 
a | 2 ¢ Liquidity 
‘St. Nicholas’ visit 
*You don’t need a 
= 1C O as 1S] S 30-year bond to get a terrific return. Spelman’s 
. bd e AAArated 14-year State/Federal tax exempt 
p aYrl1S In Cc e ansl e bonds with a yield to maturity of 7.23% earn the 
taxable equivalent of 13.22% for those in the 
highest tax bracket. 
OCEANSIDE — ‘‘St. Nicholas’’ hearing their prayers and giving them gifts, ; 
visited parishioners at St. Margaret parish — Anaszeicz explained. : The time has come - make your eames. 
Dec. 6, his feast day. He said Dutch people brought the - 28 Years of Experience Le 
Portrayed by parishioner Ed Anaszeicz, custom of dressing as St. Nicholas to 
“St. Nicholas’’ spoke to congregations at America. On the feast of St. Nicholas, 
> fh © St. Margaret’s Sunday Masses, according Dutch children put out their wooden shoes. 
to Father William Gold, pastor. After the Well-behaved children received candy and SPELMAN & CO. San Diego’s Smart Money Broker 
homily, children gathered around the altar gifts; others were given lumps of coal, or, in esas Member NASD/SIPC 
oiiatenttonnnasel ; my some cases, an onion, Anaszeicz said. La Jolla, CA 92037 459-3701 or 800-624-0092 
Anaszeicz tell St. Nicholas’ life 
story. The tradition of Santa Claus in the Please send me your free information kit. 
: ; United States stems from this Dutch 
a eee eau = oe was aan ae custom, Anaszeicz said. Santa Clauscomes 
ae a me ny tee i os € from the Dutch words Sinter Klaas, which is 
became Lew s the pee Aes ot sien pepe aie eter oh — 
or ce . pate Site, ? 
sailors, merchants, bakers, travelers and te Nicholas” will visit St; Margaret S ALES 26. = See pee as ae Se ee ee ae 
Say tee 2 again next week, Father Gold said. 
: ; : _ - At Christmas family Masses, : 
After St. Nicholas died, men in other parishioners will present calendars noting cy zp PHONE 
2 3 : Sie j : SC 12/18 
countries dressed up like him and visited their good deeds during Advent to “‘St. oS 
< = children — urging them to be good, _Nicholas,”’ the pastor said. ee Poa. a 
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The Immaculata 


University of San Diego Campus, 
Alcala Park 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 21, Monday — Penance Service 7:30 p.m. 
December 22, Tuesday — 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
December 23, Wednesday — 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
NO CONFESSIONS ON CHRISTMAS EVE 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — Vigil of Christmas 8:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day — 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 


New Year’s Eve — Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Day — 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 


St. Vincent de Paul Church 


4077 Ibis St., San Diego, CA 92103 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 24, Thursday — 11:00 a.m.-12 noon, 4:00-5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 

p.m. 

December 31, Thursday — 4:00-5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 p.m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. (5:30 Mass fulfills Christmas 
Obligation). 10:00 p.m. (midnight mass). 
Christmas Day — 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. (No Evening Mass.) 
New Year’s Eve — 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. (New Year’s eve Mass fulfills 
Holyday Obligation 
New Year’s Day — 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 


Mission San Luis Rey 
4070 Mission Ave., San Luis Rey, CA 92068 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


December 20, Sunday — Las Posadas and Blessing of the Outdoor Crib 2:00 - 

p.m. Ceremony of Lessons and Carols 6:00 p.m. 
CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 21, Monday — Penance Liturgy 7:30 p.m. 
December 24, Thursday — 11:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve — 6:00 and 8:00 p.m. (contemporary Masses); 10:00 and 
midnight (Solemn Mass with choir — reservations required); Midnight Spanish 
Mass (Parish chapel). 

Christmas Day — 6:30, 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon (NO EVENING 
MASS). 

New Year’s Eve — 4:00 and 5:30 p.m. 

New Year’s Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon. 


St. John’s Church 


1638 Polk Ave., San Diego, CA 92103 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 23, Wednesday — 10:00-11:30 a.m. and 4:00-5:20 p-m. 
December 24, Thursday — 10:00-11:30 a.m. and 4:00-5:30 p-m. No late 
evening confessions on Christmas eve. 
December 31, Thursday — 4:30-5:20 p.m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — Carols 8:30 p.m., Mass 9:00 p.m., No Midnight Masses. 
Christmas Day — 8:00, 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon. 
New Year’s Eve — 5:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Day — 8:00, 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, no Evening Mass. 


Immaculate Conception 
2540 San Diego Ave., San Diego, CA 92110 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 22, Tuesday — Penance Service 7:30 p.m. 
December 23, Wednesday — 1:00-2:00 p.m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve — 5:15 (Vigil of Christmas) and 7:30 p.m. (Vigil of Christmas), 
11:30 p.m. (Posada and Blessing of Crib). 
Christmasses — 12:00 Midnight in church, 12:05 Fr. Junipero Serra Hall. 

Christmas Day — 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. (NO EVENING 
MASS). 

New Year’s Eve — Vigil Mass 5:15 p.m. 

New Year’s Day — 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m., 12:15 and 5:15 p.m. 
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St. Patrick’s Parish 


3821 Adams St., Carlsbad, CA 92008 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 17, Thursday — Penance Service 7:00 p.m. 
December 23, Wednesday — 3:30-5:30 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
December 24, Thursday — 10:30-11:30 a.m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — 4:30, 6:00 p.m. (Children’s Liturgy) and Midnight. 
Christmas Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon (Spanish). 

New Year’s Eve — Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m. 

New Year’s Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. (No Noon Mass or Evening Mass). 


Sacred Heart Parish 
672 ““B” Avenue, Coronado, CA)92118 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — Children’s Mass — 5:30 p.m. Concert — 11:30 p.m. 
Midnight Mass — 12:00. 
Christmas Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. 
New Year’s Eve — Vigil Mass — 5:30 p.m. Midnight Mass — 12:00. 
New Year’s Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. 


St. Brigid’s Church 


4735 Cass St., San Diego, CA 92109-2698 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 22, Tuesday — 4:00-5:00 p.m. 


7:30-8:30 p.m. 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas with Parish Choir). 


Day. 


A: Blessed Christmas! 


- from: 


ST. GABRIEL’S PARISH 
Poway 


December 23, Wednesday — 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p-m., 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 


Christmas Eve — 6:00 p.m. (Children’s Liturgy), 10:00 p.m. (First Mass of 


Christmas Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 a.m. No 5:30 Mass on Christmas 


All Hallows 


6602 La Jolla Scenic Dr., La Jolla, CA 92037-5799 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — 5:30 and 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Carols Prior to Both Masses. 
Christmas Day — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon. NO EVENING 
MASS. 
New Year’s Day — (Vigil) 5:30 p.m., 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon. 
NO EVENING MASS. ; 


St. Mary’s Church 


411 East Eighth St., National City, CA 92050 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


. CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 21, Monday — Penance Service 10:00 a.m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — 6:00 p.m. in the Church, 8:00 p.m. in the Parish Center 
(Filipino Traditions). 
Midnight Masses: Church — Christmas Carols at 11:30 p.m., Blessing of the Crib 
and the Celebration of the Eucharist at Midnight. Parish Center — Christmas 
Carols at 11:30 p.m., Blessing of the Crib and the Celebration of the Eucharist at 
Midnight. : 
Christmas Day — In the Church: 6:45, 8:00, 9:15, 11:00 a.m. (in Spanish) and 
5:00 p.m. In the Parish Center: 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon. : 


St. Anthony’s Church 


1816 Harding Ave., National City, CA 92050 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 21, Monday — 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
December 22, Tuesday — 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
December 23, Wednesday — 3:00-5:00 p.m. and 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
December 24, Thursday — 3:00-5:00 p.m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — 7:00 p.m. and Midnight. 
Christmas Day — 9:00 a.m., 12:00 noon and 7:00 p-m. 
New Year’s Day — 9:00 a.m., 12:00 noon and 7:00 p-m. 


Mary, Star of the Sea 
7727 Girard Ave., La Jolla, CA 92037 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 22, Tuesday — 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
December 23, Wednesday — 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
December 24, Thursday — 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 4:00-5:00 p-m. 


MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve — In Parish Church: Vigil Mass 5:15 p.m., Spanish Mass 7:00 
p-m., Concelebrated Midnight High Mass. Special Music and Carols 11:30 p-m., 
Folk Mass in Parish Hall at midnight. 
Christmas Day — 7:00, 8:00, 9:00 10:00 11:00 a.m., 12:00 noon and 5:00 p.m. 


St. Didacus Church 


4772 Felton St., San Diego, CA 92116 


<s 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1987 
December 20, Sunday — Hanging of the Greens Ceremony 2:00 p.m. 
CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
December 23, Wednesday — 10:00-11:00 a.m. and 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
December 24, Thursday — 10:00-11:00 a.m. and 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
a 


MASS SCHEDULE 


Christmas Eve — 7:00 p.m. (Blessing of the Crib) Family Mass, Children’s 
Choir 10:00 p.m. with Adult Choir. 

Christmas Day — 7:30, 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon (No Evening Mass). 

New Year’s Eve — Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m. 

New Year’s Day — Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 7:30, 9:00 a.m. and 
12:00 noon (No Evening Masses). 
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of Guadalupe 


By Veronica Garcia 
Southern Cross 


SAN DIEGO — A chilly temperature and gusty winds 
did not deter throngs of people from participating in the 
17th annual diocesan celebration in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Dec. 13. 

_ Hundreds braved 50-degree weather to march in a 
“noon procession from Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 
San Diego, to the Convention Center, downtown. 

Bishop Leo T. Maher, Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. 
Chavez and Claudia Martinez, queen of the 
Guadalupana Confederation, led the four-mile long 
procession. It featured dancers dressed in Mexican Indian 
costumes and several floats depicting the apparition of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe to Juan Diego in 1531. 

Parade participants assembled in Golden Hall for a 2 
p.m. Mass celebrated by San Diego’s bishops, Tijuana 
Bishop Emilio C. Berlie, Mexicali Bishop Ulises Macias 
and 15 diocesan priests. Deacon Gilbert Velarde of Our 
Lady of Angels parish, San Diego, assisted in the Mass. 

Before the liturgy, the congregation of over 2,000 
members watched Mario Aguilar and his Danzantes 
Aztecas perform a dance in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

Applause and cheers filled the hall as Father Vincent 
Lorenz, master of ceremonies and pastor of St. Anthony 
parish in National City, named members of the entrance 
procession, which featured the Knights of Columbus and 
members of parish Guadalupana Confederations. 

The congregation joined with Grupo Mision, a 
10-member choir that performs at St. Anthony and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe parishes, in singing the hymns and 
parts of the Mass. 
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INDIAN DANCERS — Before Mass began, Mario 
Aguilar and his Danzantes Aztecas performed a tradi- 
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FOLKLORIC MARCHERS — Hundreds of people, 
some dressed in traditional Mexican attire, marched 
from Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, San Diego, to 


During his homily in Spanish, Bishop Macias told 
those assembled that ‘‘all Hispanics, especially Mexicans, 
have to be Guadalupanos’’ — people devoted to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas. 

“It is customary for everyone to have a first name,”’ 
Bishop Macias said. The five-letter name Maria signifies 
a number of things, he added. 

The ‘M’ stands for madre (mother) because ‘‘Mary is 
the mother of Jesus, our mother and the mother of the 


honor of the 


tional Indian dance in 
Guadalupe. 
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Photos by Dan E. Pitre 
the downtown Convention Center for the annual dioc- 
esan celebration in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Dec. 13. 


church,”’ the bishop said. 

The ‘R’ represents reina (queen), he said, adding that, 
as the queen of heaven and earth, Mary is often depicted 
wearing a crown. 

The vowels in the name Maria represent actions people 
should take to honor the Virgin Mary, Bishop Macias 
said. ‘‘We should love her (amarla), imitate her (¢mitarla) 
and try to reach her (alcanzarla),’’ he explained. 

Please turn to page 11 


QUEEN — Claudia Martinez, queen of the Guada- 
lupana Confederation and member of St. Anthony 
parish in National City, waves at bystanders 
watching the procession in honor of Our Lady of 


Guadalupe. 
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* Guadalupe feast unites valley churches 


By Joyce Carr 


Southern Cross 


IMBERTAES 2-9 Over” 1200 
participants attended the annual 
celebration of the feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe held at Casa de Mafiana Mid- 
Winter Fairgrounds in Imperial Dec. 11. 

Bishop Leo T. Maher was the principal 
celebrant of the Mass. Auxiliary Bishop 
Gilbert E. Chavez and some 14 priests 
from the valley concelebrated the liturgy 
in Spanish. 

In his homily, Bishop Chavez cited the 
pastoral letter written by Hispanic 
bishops in 1982. ‘‘Mary wants to have a 
new temple built — a society of love, 
fraternity and peace,’’ he told members of 
the assembly, challenging them to bring 
these qualities to their environments. 

The homilist said that Mary, often 
depicted as crushing the serpent, is a 
symbol of life. ‘“She wants to protect, 
assist and guide us in our spiritual’’ and 
material needs. 

He also referred to Mary as a model for 
pilgrims in their earthly journey toward 
heaven, called to imitate her by growing 
in their faith. 

‘People were swept away.by the joy of 
the celebration,’’ said Father Barry 
Vinyard, pastor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, Calexico. 

Victorynoll Sister Maria Luisa Valdez, 
director of the Hispanic Catechetical 
Office in the valley and coordinator of the 
celebration, described the jubilant singing 
and colorful Mexican attire worn by 
children in the assembly. 

Ofelia Vasquez and Francisco Javier 
Castro enacted a live portrayal of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and Juan Diego, 
respectively. They stood motionless on 
stage during the 90-minute liturgy, Sister 
Valdez said. 

The entrance procession was colored 
with banners borne by parishioners from 
each Imperial Valley church. 

Over 70 participated in the Offertory 
procession, which included two 
Matachines (Indian dances), Valdez said. 
One group was from St. Margaret Mary 
parish, Brawley. Children from the 


Posada del Sol neighborhood in El Centro 
made up the second group of dancers. 
Fourth degree Knights of Columbus 


PEACE GREETING — Members of 
the assembly greet Bishops Maher 


during the liturgy. 


and queens and princesses from several 
Guadalupana associations also 
participated in the procession. Children 
and adults presented symbolic gifts of 
valley-grown fruits, vegetables and 
flowers, Father Vinyard said. 

The spirited tone of the celebration was 
also evident during the greeting of peace 
when members of the congregation 
ascended the stage to embrace the bishops 
and concelebrants, Father Vinyard said. 

Rodolfo Cardenas, a radio announcer 
from Mexicali, was master of ceremonies 
during the Mass. Lectors were Minerva 
and Manuel Orduna from Our Lady of 
Guadalupe parish, Calexico. The 
Rondalla de Colores group led the 
singing, under the direction of Roberto 
Rosales. 

Sister Valdez said that the celebration 
helped to foster unity among clergy and 
parishioners in the valley churches, 
adding that people also attended from 
Mexicali and Yuma, Ariz. 

Following the liturgy, parishioners 
from most of the churches and missions 
served refreshments. 


Photo by Dan E. Pitre 


At the close of the liturgy, Bishop 
Chavez thanked the clergy and laity who 


““We thought we would have to cancel 
the parade because of the cold weather. 
But the young people wanted to march,’’ 
Bishop Chavez said. ‘“‘They said, ‘We 
will march with our heads held high like 
good Hispanics,’ ’’ he said. 

Bishop Chavez then encouraged the 
congregation to participate in a litany by 


“‘viva’’ filled the 
auditorium as Deacon Velarde recited 
several lines including ‘‘Long live the 
Virgin of Guadalupe’ and ‘‘Long live 


= LITURGY — More than 2,000 persons participated in the annual diocesan Mass 
in honor of the Virgin of Guadalupe Dec. 13 at the downtown Convention Cen- 
ter. Bishop Gilbert Chavez, front left, Tijuana Bishop Emilio Berlie, Bishop Leo 
Maher, Mexicali Bishop Ulises Macias and 15 diocesan priests concelebrated 
the liturgy. Deacon Gilbert Velarde, front right, assisted. 
Continued from page 10 
As the Virgin of Guadalupe, ‘‘her 
image is like ours,’’ he told the participated in the event. 
@ congregation composed mainly of 
Hispanics. Her face is like that of the 
native peoples of Mexico and her dress is 
hike that worn in the 16th century, he 
said. 
The ‘M’ and ‘R’ in Maria can also 
represent music and roses, Bishop Macias 
said. ‘‘May our music reach her as a sign 
of our love.”’ responding ‘‘viva.’’ 
He noted that the image of Our Lady The roar of 
of Guadalupe appeared on Juan Diego’s 
tilma after roses he had placed in it 
tumbled out. ‘‘Roses show our love and 
gratitude’’ to Mary, he said. - Jesus Christ.”’ 
&. 
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IN MARY’S FOOTSTEPS — Children in traditional Mexican attire were part of 
the entrance procession for the Dec. 11 Mass in Imperial honoring Our Lady of 
Guadalupe on the eve of her feast. 
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By Maureen Nuesca 
_ Southern Cross 


MISSION VALLEY — Friends of 
the deceased Sister Joseph Finnbar 
Ahern remember her as_ saintly, 
inspiring and motherly. The 
Nazareth Sister served at the home 
for over 60 years. She died there this 
month at the age of 89. 

Sister Finnbar worked closely with 
the orphans and “‘was unassuming 
and generous,’ said Mother 
Malachy McSweeney of the Nazareth 
House. 

Betty O'Connell, who lived at the 
orphanage from 1936-41, 
remembered Sister Finnbar very 
well. ‘‘She was like our mother,” 
O'Connell said. 

After graduating from the 
Nazareth School, O’Connell 
continued her education at the 
Academy of Our Lady of Peace but 
frequently visited Sister Finnbar. 
““The visits were uplifting and were 
happy. remembrances. She was 
| someone to hug,’’ O’Connell said. 


Marie Asbury also lived at the 


_ orphanage during the 1940s. Asbury 
continued to visit Sister Finnbar after 


property with his family. Esqueda 


explained that after serving in the 


Army Air Force during World War 
II, he was not sure what he wanted to 
“do, so he “‘hired himself on at the 
_ Nazareth House and never left.” 
___Esqueda spoke very highly of Sister 
-_Finnbar, saying, ‘‘She was a saint. I 
_ don’t think I ever saw her mad. She 
always had a kind wor 


Her attachment and dedication to. 
en through the 


the home could be 
that “‘Sist ; Finnba 


Aduent — 


lovable person. 
queda came to “Necareth —) Sb 
1930 and still lives on the 


Sister Joseph Finnbar Ahem, PSN 


_aname or face a ‘ld, . he said, 
adding that 


Cobh, eliead, 


and entered the Poor Sisters of _ 
_ Nazareth in 1919 at the age of 21. _ 
Two years later she professed her 


vows. 


Sister Finnbar and- 


Nazareth House in this county: at the 
request of Archbishop Cantwell. _ 


The Sisters’ first house was located 


on Georgia Street in San Diego. The 


following year a new Nazareth House 


was built on the property of Mision 


following 
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Christmas Music Series 1997 
St. Brigid’s Catholic Church 


4735 Cass St., San Diego 


Sunday, Becember 20th 4:00 p.m. 


St. Brigid Youth Choir with Soloists and 

the St. Brigid Parish Family, Hanging of 

the Greens, a ceremony during which the 
oe church is decorated for Christmas. 


Thursday, Becember 24th 10:00 p.m. 
In honor of the Marian Year declared by 
Pope John Paul II, the Schola Cill Dara 
will sing the Marian Litany of Mozart, with 
strings, as a prelude to the service. St. 
Brigid Adult Choir and Solo Quartet will 
sing Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D Major 


with strings and organ. 


Friday, December 25th 11:30 a.m. 
Scholar Cill Dara will sing Malcolm’s Missa 


ad Praesepe (Mass at the Crib). 


St. Brigid Church 


The Rev. Msgr. Sean Murray, Pastor; The Rev. Dennis Mikulanis, 
S.T.D., Associate; Jerry Witt, Organist and Choirmaster 
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Pope clears way for * |” 


Serra’s beatification 


By Greg Erlandson 
NC News Service 


VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul 
II cleared the way for the beatification of 
Franciscan Father Junipero Serra by 
approving a miracle attributed to the 


protested beatification efforts, claiming 
Father Serra beat Indians who tried to 
leave his missions. But his defenders say 
no proof has ever been supplied of Indian 
mistreatment by the missionary. 


Msgr. Eagen noted that some of Father 


Serra’s detractors have ‘‘misunderstood’”’ 
the Franciscan’s treatment of the Indians. 
“Society has changed and evolved ... in 


the last 200 years. You can’t judge 
someone of that time by the standards of 
today. We didn’t have the appreciation of 
culture (then) that we have today,’’ he 
said. 

Father Serra was declared ‘‘venerable 
in 1985, but papal approval of one 


»? 


can receive liturgical honors only within a 
limited sphere. For example, Masses may 
be celebrated in their honor by their 
religious orders or within their countries. 

Only with canonization are the 
liturgical honors made universal, 

For Father Serra to be canonized, 
another miracle must be proven to have 
occurred after the date of beatification. 


AT THE CENTER OF 
~ SAN DIEGO 


a 


a 


18th-century founder of nine California miracle attributed to Father Serra’s ip 
missions. intercession was needed before he could 
The Vatican announced the pope’s be declared ‘‘blessed.”’ 
decision Dec. 11. According to Msgr. Robert Sarno of 
The decision is the latest step in a _ the Vatican’s Congregation for Sainthood 
canonical process which began in 1934 in Causes, no date has been set for the W 
the Diocese of Monterey. beatification. tk 
“‘J’m thrilled to note (the beatification) In Monterey, a diocesan spokesman 4 
is going to happen at long last,’’ said said Bishop Thaddeus A. Shubsda was F 
Msgr. I. Brent Eagen, pastor of Mission expected to recommend that the 
San Diego de Alcala, the first California beatification take place ‘‘in July in Rome, E 
mission established by Father Serra. He when the California bishops are scheduled a 
added that he has been involved in Father _ to make their ad limina visits to the pope.” tk 
Serra’s canonization process since 1974. Heads of dioceses make ad limina visits & s 
Msgr. Eagen said he believes all to the Vatican every five years to report A 
Californians should recognize the on the status of their dioceses. bet 
importance of having a man who walked Before the pope’s trip to the United m 
through the state named a saint. States last September, there was al 
‘Father Serra was a great man. He widespread speculation that he would K 
was 56 years old when he came to San beatify the Spanish missionary during his 
Diego. He showed the virtuous heroics stop in Monterey. However, the ay 
needed for a person to be named a saint,’ congregation’s lengthy process of review at 
Msgr. Eagen said. and recommendation was not concluded N 
Jim Carpenter, vice president of in time. ; 
vocations for Serra International and a On Dec. 1 the bishops and cardinals of = 
member of the San Diego Serra Club, the congregation met to consider the 
said, ‘‘As a Serran it’s gratifying’’ to cause. Their recommendation that the gm, 
learn of the pope’s action regarding miracle be approved was then forwarded sash 
Father Serra: “We! ve been praying for it _ to the pope for his final decision. 
for years.’ The miracle approved by the pope 
Carpenter said that Father Serra’s involved the ae resawe 1960 of Rranciseto H 
api ot oe at este eae et to Sister Boniface Dyrda, now living in f in 
— Worldyade, cc aete tA a described Clyde, Ohio. In 1959 Sister Dyrda was | be 
ae arr. of bapa stricken with an unidentified illness which isl 
Bort Span ini 17 135: Father Serra resisted every treatment and nearly killed ' 
went to Mexico in 1749. He began his}, | 
. : . phase . th 
work in what is now California in 1769, ‘ ; aaets } 
eventually establishing nine missions and Sister Dyrda’s healing is attributed toa lo 
» evangelizing local Indians before his novena by her fellow Sisters praying for th 
death ini 1784. Father Serra’s intercession. 
Some Indian representatives have Individuals who have been beatified @ ® 
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Survivor tells 
students about 
the attack on 
Pearl Harbor 


By Maureen Nuesca 
Southern Cross 


LINDA VISTA — Students at Holy Family School 
were given insight into the horrors of war by a member of 
the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association Dec. 7 — the 
46th anniversary of the Japanese attack on the U.S. Naval 
Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

Harry Hall, association member and parishioner at 
Holy Family Church, told students in grades 5-8 that the 
anniversary provides Americans with ‘‘a chance to honor 
the lives of those who fought’? in World War II. 

Established in 1958, the Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association is a non-profit organization with 325 local 
members, Hall said. Members must have served in the 
military on Oahu, or within three miles of it, during the 
attack, he said. Its motto is ‘‘Remember Pearl Harbor, 
Keep America Alert.’’ 

Association members give presentations to raise 
awareness about the Pearl Harbor attack, he explained, 
adding that he was on a submarine rescue ship in the U.S. 
Navy during the bombing. 

Few Holy Family students said they knew the 
significance of the date before Hall’s address. 

“‘This country is going to be yours to run and you are 
not too young to appreciate what has happened,”’ he told 
the students. The association ‘‘encourages you to 
understand the necessity of a good strong military so this 
does not happen again.”’ 

Plans for the Pearl Harbor attack had begun in 1939, 

Hall said. The Japanese Imperial Navy intended to 
invade the Hawaiian Islands, then a U.S. territory, 
because the Japanese Empire wanted to expand into the 
islands of the Pacific southwest, he explained. 
“At 7:55 a.m. Hawaiian time, the Japanese began 
their attack and within two hours the United States had 
lost 2,335 men and 1,200 were wounded,’’ Hall said, as 
the children listened in almost complete silence. 

He noted that Japan’s prime objective was ‘‘to destroy 
the battle force of the Pacific Fleet.’’ Three battleships — 
the Arizona, the Oklahoma and the Utah — were lost. Six 


SAFARI DAY 


Representatives from the San Diego Wild Animal Park visited St. Mary Star 
of the Sea School, Oceanside, Dec.3. Romelia Martinez, left, chats with 
teacher Peggy Schneider while Frank Imbilli looks on. The sixth-grade 
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FIELD DAY: — Students from 20 Catholic 
elementary schools in the Diocese of San Diego 
participated in Marian High School’s Field Day 
Dec. 12. The sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade 


others were badly damaged but were repaired and 
returned to the fleet, he said. 

Hall displayed a picture of the USS Arizona Memorial 
which ‘‘spans the sunken hull of the battleship Arizona, 
resting in 38 feet of water at the bottom of Pearl Harbor.”’ 
He told the students that 1,177 men are entombed in the 
ship. 


pupils attended three of 15 workshops offered by 
the Imperial Beach school. At the biology 
workshop, students learned how to dissect 
frogs. 


The majority of students demonstrated their interest in 
the topic by giving up their recess period to continue with 
the discussion. 


Daniel Minton, an eighth-grader, commented, ‘‘It was 
interesting, that the Japanese people didn’t really want 
(the war) and we don’t really hate them.”’ 


Photo by Becky Moert! 


Stop waiting for a prince 


Dear Bob, 

I read one of the letters which was from 
someone named Too Many Sisters. I too 
am looking for a nice guy and not a 
player. My friends think I am silly when 
they ask me why I don’t have a boyfriend 
and I tell them I am waiting for my prince 
to come riding a horse to sweep me off my 
feet and take me away. The guys say I am 
one of them and the girls tell me I am 
lucky not to have a boyfriend when they 
get dumped and played on. I have 
avoided this and I am still looking. I hope 
my prince reads this and writes back. 

No Brothers 


Dear No Brothers, 

Be careful. If you wait too long for a 
prince, you may find that you’ve cheated 
yourself out of a lot of living. It’s good to 
be picky, but don’t look for a guy who 
exists only in fairy tales. 

There are no princes. People are flawed 
and scarred. The trick is finding a person 
who will share himself with you and allow 
you to share yourself with him. That way 
you learn to love the person in their 
strengths and weaknesses. 

Start dating. But, use your head. 


Don’t go back 


Dear Bob, 

My boyfriend of six months broke up 
with me over the phone last year. Now he 
wants to get back together with me and I 
still love him, but I’m afraid that’ he’s 
going to use me like he did the first time. 


good at dances? Did he use you for 
money? If you really feel you’ve been 
used, don’t go back for more. There will 
be many loves in your life. If this one 
didn’t treat you well, he probably won’t 
in the future. Forgive, forget, but don’t 
go back ... go on. Life is too precious to 
waste on the same old mistake. 


Peer pressure 


Dear Bob, 

A lot of my friends are starting to do 
things that I have not really wanted to do. 
But I feel that I should do these things in 
order to fit in with them. I feel 
uncomfortable when they do these things 
and I don’t. I want to tell them how I 
really feel about it, but I don’t think they 
would understand. 

Uncomfortable 


Dear Uncomfortable, 

If the things your friends are doing are 
against your values, then live by your 
values. 

Say ‘‘no”’ to drugs, alcohol, etc. 

If these things are simply a matter of 
different tastes, you should let your 
feelings be known. However, be willing to 
compromise. 

Be an individual, be proud of who you 
are and if you disagree let it be known. It 


prospective boyfriend? 


students attended a seminar featuring posters, slides and live animals 


from the park. 


Dear Hesitant, 


Should I risk it or wait for another 


What do you mean by ‘‘used’’? Did he 
use you for sex? Did he use you to look 


could be your friends will respect you 
more. If not, are they really friends? 


Hesi 
carant Letters can be addressed to Bob Mueller, Jr., 


coordinator of youth ministry, Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church, 13541 Stoney Creek Road, San 
Diego, CA, 92129. 
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Parishes 


Blessed Sacrament, San Diego, 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
in May 1988. For more 
information; call 583-4612. 


Christ the King, San Diego, will 
have a sign language interpreted 
- Mass Dec. 25 at 11 a.m. 
Interpreter will be Dawn 
Kreutzberger. by 


Holy Family School, Linda 
Vista, will hold a cookbook sale 
after Sunday morning Masses 
through Dec. 20. Cost is $6. 
Proceeds benefit the school. 

Holy Spirit, San Diego, has 
perpetual adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. For 
information, call Mickey 
Mickauskas, 283-2435 or Msgr. 
Bergin, 262-2435. 


Mary, Star of the Sea, La Jolla, 
will host a Christmas musical 
celebration Dec. 20 at 3 p.m. in 
the church hall. ‘‘Laud to the 
Nativity” and “Anthem for 
Christmas” will be performed. 
For more, call Gerald Whitney, 
466-9437. 


Mission Basilica San Diego de 
Alcala will hold a candlelight 
musical meditation Dec. 19 and 
20 at 7:30 p.m. Guest performers 
will be ‘The Classic Brass.” For 
details, call 278-0021. 


Our Lady of Grace, El Cajon, 
will have a ‘‘Las Posadas” 
procession Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. 
Participants should meet in 
Moloney Center. The parish will 
celebrate a sign language 
interpreted Mass Dec. 24 at 5 
p.m. Interpreter will be Diane 
Plaster. 


Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Rancho Pefiasquitos, will host a 
“Celebrate ‘88” New Year's Eve 
dance Dec. 31 from 7:30 p.m. to 1 
a.m. in the parish hall. Cost is 
$12.50 per person. Sponsored by 
the Filipino Community. For 
more, call Remy Razon, 484-3384, 
Al Cadondon, 484-4010, or the 
parish office, 484-1070. 


Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
San Diego, will hold its 60 year 
class reunion on Feb. 6, 1988. 
Persons who graduated from the 
school since 1927 are invited to 
attend. For more, call 284-1715 or 
Kathy Strock, 583-5393. 


Sacred Heart, Ocean Beach, 
will sponsor a lecture, “Getting 
Ready for Christmas,” Dec. 20 at 
1 p.m. in the church. Speaker is 
Father Ron Pachence. For 
details, call 224-0475. The parish 
will host a video presentation, 
“Parenting for Peace and 
Justice,” Jan. 6, 13, 27 and Feb. 3 
and 10 from 7-8:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall. Discussion follows 
each video. For more, call 
222-7466. 


St. Agnes, Point Loma, has 
perpetual adoration Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. To sign up, call Emilia 
Goncalves, 225-1350, or Adeline 
Motta, 222-3364. 


St. Brigid, Pacific Beach, will 
sponsor the “Hanging of the 
Greens” Dec. 20 at 4 p.m. in the 
church. Call 483-3030. St. Brigid 
Adult Choir and Solo Quartet will 
perform Mozart’s Missa Brevis in 
D Major Dec. 24 at 10 p.m. in the 
church. Schola Cill Dara will sing 
Malcolm’s Missa ad Praesepe 
(Mass at the Crib) Dec. 25 at the 
41 a.m. Mass in the church. 


St. Charles, Imperial Beach, 
will host a Christmas concert by 
the Mid-City Community 
Orchestra Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. in the 
church. Co-sponsored by St. 
Mary-by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church. For details, call 423-0242. 

‘St. Francis, Vista, will have a 
sign-language interpreted Mass 
Dec. 25 at 9 a.m. Interpreter will 
be Jan Meilicke. : 

St. Gabriel, Poway, will have a 
sign language interpreted Mass 
Dec. 24 at midnight and Dec. 25 
at 9:30 a.m. Interpreter will be 
Suzie Moriarty. 

St. Mark, San Marcos, will have 
a sign language interpreted Mass 
Dec. 25 at 9 a.m. Interpreter will 
be Betty Hunt. 


Bishops’ upcoming appointments 


Bishop Leo. T. Maher 


Cathedral, San Diego, Christmas midnight 


Mass. 


Friday, Dec. 18, 2 p.m., Cathedral Plaza, 


San Diego, blessing of Christmas tree. 
Dec. 20, 6 p.m., 
residence, San Diego, annual chaplains’ 


Sunday, 


Christmas dinner. 


Tuesday, Dec. 22, noon, St. Vincent de 
Paul parish, Mission Hills, Christmas 
luncheon for retired priests. 

Wednesday, Dec. 23, noon, Diocesan 
staff Christmas 


Office dining 
luncheon. 


room, 


Thursday, Dec. 24, midnight, St. Joseph 


St. Mary Magdalene, 
Clairemont, will host a 
reconciliation service for deaf 
and hard-of-hearing persons Dec. 
18 at 6:30 p.m. Father Tom 
Schweitzer and Father Brian 
Doran from Los Angeles will 
preside. The parish will have a 
sign language interpreted 
Christmas Eve Mass Dec. 24 at 
7:30 p.m. Interpreter will be John 
Pirello. 


St. Rose of Lima, Chula Vista, 
will have a sign language 
interpreted Mass Dec. 25 at 8:45 
a.m. Interpreter will be Jesse 
Martinez. 


St. Therese, Del Cerro, offers 
a scripture study three times a 
week in the parish education 
room 1. Schedule is Tuesday at 
7:15 p.m.; Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. 
and Thursday at 7:30 p.m. For 
information, call Sister Elizabeth 
Vontersch, OSB, 582-2585. 


St. Vincent de Paul, Mission 
Hills, holds a meeting for seniors 
each Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 
noon in the parish hall. Activities 
include senior marketing that 
features fresh produce at 
reasonable prices, speakers, 
films, and bingo. 


Santa Sophia, Spring Valley, 
will have a sign language 
interpreted Christmas Eve Mass 
Dec. 24 at 10 p.m. Interpreter will 
be Karen Boyle. The parish will 
host a workshop, ‘“‘A Challenge of 
Growth for the Separated, 
Divorced and Widowed,”’ on 
Tuesday, Jan. 19 and Feb. 23, at 
7 p.m. Registration is $5. For 
more, call Sister Annette, 
463-6629. 


REE 
Retreats 


Daytime charismatic prayer 
meetings will be held on 
Tuesday, beginning Jan. 5, from 
9:30-11 a.m. in the Peyri Room of 
Mission San Luis Rey Retreat 
Center. Sponsored by the 
Children of Light Mission San 
Luis Rey Charismatic Prayer 
Community. 


A retreat for women will be 
held at El Carmelo Retreat House 
Jan. 8-10. Cost is $55 double; $65 
single. For more, call 440-7518 or 
697-6607. 


Marriage Encounter will 
sponsor weekends Jan. 15-17, 
Feb. 19-21 and March 18-20. For 
information, call 461-5683 or 
482-0491. 


A Holy Spirit seminar will be 
held Jan. 23-24 at Mission San 
Luis Rey Retreat Center. Hours: 
Saturday 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sponsored by the 
DCRC. For reservations, call 
433-9794 or 487-7225. 


A growth in the Spirit weekend 
will be held Jan. 30-31 at St. 
Martin of Tours parish, La Mesa. 
Hours are 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday; 
noon-4:30 p.m. Sunday. A love 
offering will be collected. 
Sponsored by the Diocesan — 
Charismatic Renewal Center. 
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bishop’s 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Saturday, Dec. 19, 10 a.m., St. Joseph 


Cathedral, youth retreat. 


Sunday, Dec. 20, 3 p.m., Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Colton, conference. 


Monday, Dec. 21, 6 p.m., Immaculate 


Cathedral, 


(Bi rica erate ie Sosa a ERE 
Groups 


Single Again of St. Mary 
Magdalene will meet for Mass 
Dec. 18 at 5:30 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene Church. Dinner 
follows at Casa de Bandini in Old 
Town. The group will meet for 
Mass Dec. 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
church. A lecture on “Goal 
Setting” follows. For more, call 
277-1327. 


Catholic Singles will meet to 
view the “Parade of Lights’’ Dec. 
20, 6 p.m. at the ‘B’ Street Pier by 
the Coronado Ferry Sign. The 
group will have a New Year’s 
party Dec. 31 beginning at 8 p.m. 
at Bob’s house. For details, call 
484-3470. © 


Secular Order of Discalced 
Carmelites will meet Dec. 20 at - 
the Carmelite Monastery. For 
information, call 281-0763. 


Serra Club will hold a luncheon 
meeting Dec. 23 at 12:05 p.m. at 
the Padre Trail Inn. 


S.S.L.1.F.E., Santa Sophia 
women’s group, will host a ‘‘Let’s 
Get Glowing” dinner Jan. 14, 
6:30-8 p.m., in the auditorium. 
Cost is $4.50. Child care 
provided. For reservations, call 
Margaret Priske, 588-0881, or 
Agnes Smith, 442-7190. 


Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, Court Our Lady of San 
Diego, will sponsor a Las Vegas 
trip Jan 15-17. Cost is $85. For 
information, call Carol Balleau, 
262-1525. 


St. Vincent de Paul Mission 
Circle will sponsor a bus trip to 
Laughlin, Nev., Feb. 9-11. 
Participants will stay at the 
Edgewater Hotel and Casino. 
Cost is $85 double; $103 single. 
For reservations, call 298-2081 or 
291-6709. 


Cancer Spiritual Support Group 
meets on the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month from 3-4 
p.m. in St~Therese Social Center 
lounge. For information, call 
Odette, 286-3940 or Rosemary, 
587-0615. 


Catholic Alumni Club is a 
group for single, professional 
Catholics who meet for religious, 
social, recreational and 
community activities. The club is 
one of 50 that exist nationwide. 
For information, call 295-3333 
ext. 258. 


Catholic Singles Club, invites 
Catholic singles, ages 21-40, to 
participate in a variety of 
activities — such as dinners, 
dancing and sporting events. For 
information, write CSC, P.O. Box 
80123, San Diego, CA 92138. 


CHANGE, a lay ministry for 
separated and divorced 
Catholics, meets every Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. John of the 
Cross parish, Lemon Grove. 
Group offers comfort, 
acceptance, encouragement and 
companionship. For more, call 
460-6618. 


Conception Church, Tijuana, Mass. 
Tuesday, Dec. 22, 6 p.m., St. Joseph 

rectory conference 

Hispanic Commission meeting. 


room, 


Christ Centered Singles, a 
group for singles (separated, 
divorced, widowed, never 
married) of all ages, will hold a 
workshop, ‘“‘Healing Life’s Hurts,” 
on Tuesdays through March 29, 
1988, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at St. 
Didacus Church hall, Normal 
Heights. For more information, 
call Carol Gardiner Brown at 
579-0995. 


Daughters O’Dublin seeks 
women of all ages to join the 
group. Members should have an 
interest in Irish social and 
cultural affairs. For more, write 
P.O. Box 86679, San Diego, 
92138. 


Koinoni (Kay-no-ne-ya), a 
support group for separated, 
divorced, remarried and widowed 
persons, meets every Tuesday at 
7 p.m. in the meeting room of 
Santa Sophia parish, Spring 
Valley. For information, call 
Sister Annette, 463-6629. 


Mothers of priests and 
seminarians host a rosary, Mass 
and luncheon — beginning at 11 
a.m.'— on the third Monday of 
each month at St. Francis 
Seminary. For more information, 
call Virginia Hamilton, 465-7431. 


PATRONS is a Catholic 
organization for separated, 
divorced and widowed persons 
that meets every second and 
fourth Sundays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
Therese Church Hall, Del Cerro. 
Group offers activities, 
companionship and support. For 
details, call 279-3122 or 562-2184. 


Workshops 


“Growth Through Enneagram,” 
a series of sessions focusing on 
an ancient method of self- 
discovery, will be sponsored by 
the Sisters of Mercy, beginning 
in January, at St. Charles parish, 
Imperial Beach. Session dates 
are: Jan. 13 from 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Jan. 13 and Feb. 10 from 7-10 
p.m.; and March 9 and April 13 
from 7-10 p.m.; and March 9 and 
April 13 from 7-10 p.m.. Pre- 
registration is $5; cost of series 
is $45. For more information, 
write to the Sisters of Mercy, 
1808 Elder Ave., San Diego, CA 
92154. 


The Epistle of the Romans will 
be the theme of a workshop Jan. 
15-16 at St. Therese Social 
Center. Hours: 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Friday; 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Father Jim Nisbet is 
the presenter. Sponsored by the 
Diocesan Charismatic Renewal 
Center. 


Have an event? 


Calendar items must be 
received in writing by noon the 
Friday before publication on 
Friday of the following week. We 
can not accept items via 


Liturgies 


_ A Czechoslovakian Mass will 
be celebrated by Msgr. Peter 
Esterka Dec. 27 at 11 a.m. in St. 
John parish hall, San Diego. For 
more, call Mary Carlisle, 
295-1718. 


A Mass and healing service will 
be celebrated by Father Ralph 
Weishaar, OFM, Jan. 5 at 7:30 
p.m. in Mission San Luis Rey. 
Sponsored by the DCRC. For 
more, call 459-3255. 


A Mass and healing service will 
take place Jan. 5 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Mary Star of the Sea Church, La 
Jolla. Celebrant will be Father 
Ray Elam, OSA. Sponsored by 
the DCRC. For details, call 
459-3255. 


__ A Mass and healing service will 
be held Jan. 20 at 7:30 p.m. in St. 
John of the Cross Church, 

Lemon Grove. Celebrant will be 
Msgr. Raymond Kirk. Sponsored 
by the DCRC. For more, call 
459-3255. 


Tridentine Latin Mass is 
celebrated Sundays at 9 a.m. and 
holydays at noon in Holy Cross 
Chapel. Msgr. Tullio Andreatta is 
the celebrant. Confessions and 
the rosary precede Mass. For 
details, call 298-8763. 


USD Chapel Choir sings at the 
Sunday 11 a.m. Mass in Founders 
Hall at USD. Father Nicholas 
Reveles directs the choir; Father 
Dennis Krouse directs the liturgy. 


Mass at the Newman Center, 
SDSU, will be celebrated every 
weekend during the Fall 1987 
semester. Times: Saturday at 5:30 
p.m.; Sunday at 9:30 a.m., 6:30 
p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Center is 
located at 5855 Hardy Ave. Call 
583-9181 for more information. 


Eien a ae 
Miscellaneous 


A Santa Claus suit is available 
for rent from Stella Maris no. 183, 
Young Ladies Institute. Cost is 
$15. For more information, call 
758-4874. 


Seeking people to keep priests 
in daily prayer: If you are willing 
to pray for a priest in the San 
Diego diocese, please write to 
the St. Charles Borromeo Prayer 
Group, 2802 Cadiz St., San Diego, 
92110. You will be mailed the 
name of a priest, his picture and 
a free prayer card. Please include 
a self-addressed stamped 
envelope. 


“Kingdom Living,” a Catholic 
religious program, is broadcast 
on Sunday from 9 to 10 a.m. on 
KTTY-Channel 69 and Thursday 
from 6 to 7 p.m. on Cox Cable- 
Channel 26. Program is 
sponsored by the DCRC. 


Volunteer tutors needed for the 
children of the homeless at the 
St. Vincent de Paul Center. 
Tutoring one hour of math and 
one hour of reading on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 
7-9 p.m. For more on Tuesday 
and Thursday tutoring, call 
238-0378 or 566-1416. For details 
on Wednesday tutoring, call 
578-6016 or 566-2755. 


SET ELLE LOTTE 
TV Mass 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Dec. 20, 6:30 a.m. 
Channel 39 


telephone. Announcements will 
be published as space permits. 
Mail to: Calendar, Southern 

_ Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
Diego, Calif. 92138. 


Compiled by Mary Diehl and Veronica Garcia. 
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sd THANK YOU SACRED HEART and St. 


EK] sol de amor y de justicia 


En una ocasién un buen hombre, de avanzada edad, 
caminando llegé a la ribera de un rio un tanto caudaloso, 
ancho y de fuerte corriente. No haciendo caso de las 
aguas impetuosas exponiendo su vida, se lanz6 a cruzar el 
rio. 

Mientras tanto unos jévenes al otro lado le observaban. 

El anciano con fatiga, dando tumbos entre el agua 
logr6é cruzar el rfo. Después de esta audaz experiencia, 
reflexioné y se did a la tarea de construir un puente. 

Los jévenes se quedan maravillados de lo que el 
anciano intenta hacer y le dicen: para qué quieres 
construir un puente si ya cruzaste el rfo. 

El anciano responde: me he dado a la tarea de construir 
este puente para que pueda servir a nifios, jdvenes, 
hombres y mujeres, y los mas débiles y puedan cruzarlo 
con facilidad. 

En esta Navidad celebramos a Jestis que nace para 
romper las barreras que existen entre Dios y el hombre 
por la desobediencia del ser humano. Jestis, el Salvador, 
el Libertador que se hizo presente ffsicamente en este 
mundo convulsionado por tantas dificultades, luchas y 
guerras para construir un puente entre lo divino y lo 
humano y establecer un puente entre los mismo seres 
humanos. 

Este puente es la gracia de las buenas relaciones con 
Dios que exige a su vez otro puente entre nosotros mismos 
concretizado en un amor verdadero que se manifiesta en 
la generosidad, la solidaridad, la paz y la justicia. - 

El sol nos da vida; nos calienta. Con su radiante luz 
rompe las barreras de la oscuridad y las tinieblas. 

Asi Cristo viene y no sdlo nos trae el calor que necesita 
el corazén humano sino mas aun viene a romper las 
barreras que nos separan de Dios. Viene a cambiar 
nuestra mentalidad como lo hizo con San Martin de 
Porres, Santa Rosa de Lima, con Fray Bartolomé de las 
Casas que lo convirtié en defensor de los indios y hasta 
con el Padre Hidalgo que luché contra la injusticia hasta 
lograr la Independencia de México. 

El conmemorar la Navidad nos sirve para hacer una 
sincera y profunda reflexion sobre nuestras relaciones con 
Dios y con el prdjimo y ver cudl es nuestra verdadera 


24 words or less, $8.00, each additional word 35¢. 


Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID 


Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Friday. 


realidad ante el proyecto que Cristo nos trae que es 
proyecto de fraternidad, de solidaridad, de justicia y de 
unién entre nosotros mismos especialmente entre los mas 
pobres. 

Este proyecto no es para solo un dfa, sino para toda la 
vida. Tenemos que ser constructores de este puente para 
establecer nuestra unidén con Dios y con el prdjimo. 


Debemos ser otros soles, pequefios reflejos del 
verdadero Sol de nuestro mundo que es Cristo, 
compartiendo su amor e irradiando su luz para romper las 
barreras de la injusticia, de la indiferencia y del egofsmo 
que nos separan del prdjimo. 

El compartir regalos en este tiempo es un simbolo del 
Gran Regalo que Dios nos hace de Jestis que es todo amor 
y justicia. Es un gran signo de lo que debemos hacer todos 
los cristianos que es el poder entregar los dones que Cristo 
nos ha dado; dones que se extienden no solo a lo religioso 
sino también a lo politico estableciendo buenas relaciones 
entre nosotros mismos, a lo econdédmico proporcionando 
ayuda a los mas pobres, a los huérfanos, a los que no 
tienen casa y a lo social prestando un servicio a la comuni- 
dad es decir en practicar las obras de misericordia. 

Las posadas nos recuerdan a José y Marfa pidiendo 
posada, a Jestis que nacid pobre y que antes de que El 
naciera el mundo le habfa cerrado las puertas. Nacid 
como un extranjero, como un indocumentado, no en una 
casa sino en una cueva entre animales para mostrarnos 
que un mundo sin Dios cierra las puertas al prdjimo. 

Mientras existan la violencia, el odio, el egofsmo y la 
maldad es sefial que hay muchas puertas cerradas que 
todavia no se abren para Cristo. 

Que la celebracidn de esta Navidad sea para abrir las 
puertas de nuestra mente y corazdn a este Sol de Amor y 
de Justicia y seamos un reflejo de El entre nuestros 
hermanos mas necesitados. 

Saludos de paz y de bienestar. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE 


CITY 


HANDYMAN — Mature and reliable, 
honest and responsible caretaker. 
Experienced in church 
maintenance, gardening, 
painting, plumbing and school-bus 
driving. Good references. Phone 
223-8291. TFN 


Jobs Available 


PRINCIPAL — DIOCESE OF RENO-LAS 
VEGAS is in need of principal of 
Bishop Manogue Catholic High 
School. The school is co-ed, 4 
year located in Reno, with 400 
+ /- students, hoping to increase 
enrollment, stressing . Catholic 
ideals and ethics, morality and 


Personals | 


Jude for prayers answered and 
blessings received. M.C. 12/18 


PRAY FOR CONVERSION of sinners. 
Say the Rosary. Blessed Mary 
promised peace for our children 
and grandchildren. Only takes 
you. M.L.C. 12/18, 1/8 


THANK YOU SACRED HEART and St. 
Jude for answering my prayers. | 
will continue to pray to you. 
D.Y.N. 12/18, 1/8 


THANK YOU JESUS, Blessed Mother, 
St. Jude for answering our 
prayers. F&K. 12/18 


~ serving the bishops of California. 


ZIP 


CLASSIFICATION 


TELEPHONE REPRESENTATIVE to 
circulate Franciscan Father's 
publication. Generous 
commissions, good repeat sales, 
chance of a lifetime. Work at your 
convenience. Call Mr. Schneider 
744-4804 locally or write Fr. 
Peter, ST. ANTHONY MESSENGER, 
1615 Republic St., Cincinatti, OH 
45210. TFN 


SEEKING COMMUNICATIONS / PUBLIC 
INFORMATION OFFICER for a new 
position on the public policy staff 


Will edit newsletters and 
brochures, generate media 
coverage through news releases 
and press conferences, 
coordinate computerized 
collection and dissemination of 
information. College eucation and 
appropriate skills and experience 
necessary, including public policy 


“HIRING!” Federal government jobs 


analysis and Catholic social in your area and overseas. Many 
teaching. Send resumes by immediate openings without 
January 15 to: California Catholic waiting list or test. $15-68,000. 
Conference, 1010 — 11th Phone call refundable. (602) 
Street, Ste. 200, Sacramento, CA 838-8885. Ext. 3803. 12/18 


95814. Call (916)443-4851 for 
information, job 
description. 12/18 


| Home Improvement 


CHILD CARE non-smoking part-time 
hours, 14 month old references 


‘HOME REPAIRS, 


THANK YOU JESUS, Mary, St. Therese 
and St. Jude for answering my 
prayer. L.G. 12/18 


THANK YOU ST. JUDE, St. Theresa, 
St. Anthony, St. Anne, Virgin 
Mary for answering my prayers. | 
will continue to pray to you. 
M.C. 12/18 


Job Wanted 


EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER, cook 
seeks live-in position. Send 
replies to Southern Cross, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, CA 
92138. 12/18. 


excellence in education, and has 
26 on faculty. Applicants must be 
practicing Catholics and 
understand principles of Catholic 
education; have 5 years 
teaching/Catholic administrative 
experience — part in Catholic 
secondary school, principalship 
experience preferred, Master’s 
Degree, Nevada state certifiable, 
have skills and interests for 
development activities and public 
relations. Salary is negotiable. 
Write for applications to M.G. 
Drennan A. Clark, Search 
Committee, c/o Bishop Manogue 
Catholic High School, 400 Bartlett 
Street, Reno, Nevada 89512. 
Applications are due by February 
1, 1988. 12/18, 1/8, 15 


required. Clairemont area. Call 
279-7335. 12/18 


ADVERTISING SALES/ PUBLIC 
RELATIONS/SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
We are in need of ambitious self- 
starters who enjoy managing their 
own time in a responsible 
professional manner through 
outside sales. You will be 
representing elementary and 
secondary schools in the San 
Diego Diocese providing them 
with a valued service through 
their local business community — 
excellent commission schedule 
and car allowance. Reply to: 
Stevens Publishing Co., Inc. 453 
S. Spring St. No. 1111, Los 
Angeles, CA 90013, phone (213) 
623-1585. 1&3 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, License 
Number (C10-487307, all 
problems solved, homes rewired 
(all or part), small repairs, smoke 
detectors, dusk to dawn lighting, 
call day or night, 223-1917 or 
469-2900 Robert. TFN 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel radius of 15 miles to 
your home or hotel. Custom made 
to any size. Screens, doors and 
solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 
days a week. Call 263-4351. TFN 


J & T CONSTRUCTION; brick, block, 
decorative walls & concrete work. 
Residential specialist. Free 
estimate. 443-1574. TFN 


Foto por Maureen Nuesca 


CORONACION — La imagen de Nuestra 
Sefiora de Guadalupe en la Iglesia de 
Guadalupe, Otay, recibid una corona hecha 
de oro durante una celebracion en honor de 


la Patrona de 


las Américas el 


12 de 


diciembre. El oro para la corona vino de 


varias parroquias en 


la didcesis. La 


Sociedad Guadalupana de la Iglesia de N. 
Sra. de Guadalupe patrocino la fiesta que 
incluyo las mafianitas, la Misa de alba, una 
procesion y la Santa Misa celebrada por el 
Obispo Gilberto E. Chavez, Monsefor Luis 
Balderas y otros sacerdotes. 


Paid BEFORE Publication 


remodeling, 
interiors/exteriors. If you need 
it, name it. We'll do or have it. 7 
days, 24 hrs. bonded and insured. 
Lic. no. 276281. Se habla espafiol 
463-8715 Martinez 
Enterprises. TFN 


WALL DESIGN, beautify your home, 
office, even warehouse, make 
your walls come alive with 
wallpaper. Call Debby for a 
complimentary estimate. 
296-9530. TFN 


BRAUN BUILDERS quality remodeling, 
additions, kitchens, baths, 
patios, new constructions, 
repairs. License no. 497528, 
bonded, insured 18 years. 
Experienced, free estimates. 
583-0733. TFN 


Services 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE Wed- 
ding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TFN 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Flea bath for any dog 
$5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 3525 
30th St., San Diego, 260-8059; 
2869 Ridgeway Dr., National 
City, 267-2577. TFN 


SEWING MACHINE REPAIR SERVICE, 
clean, oil, adjust any make 
machine in your home for $15.50 
call 423-7844. TFN 


INCOME TAX SERVICES AVAILABLE. | 
make house calls. ticensed and 


bonded. Please call for 
information 263-5842 12/18, 
1/8, 15 

es 


For Rent | 


COUPLES WANTED for subsidized 
seniors housing. Short waiting 
list. 62 yrs or older. Maximum 
annual income $13,700.% 
Cathedral Plaza 234-0093, St. 
John’s Plaza 466-5354, 
Guadalupe Plaza 584-2414. 11, 
12 


SELL ALL you have — come follow me.” 
Religious articles, books, 
housewares, furniture, Sat.-Sun. 
noon to 4 p.m. Dec. 19 and 20th. 
4293 47th St. Next to Domino's 


Pizza. 12/18 
r 


Legal Notice 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 87 25012. The name 
of the business: San Diego Sports 
Weekly. Located at: 4124 Arden 
Way, San Diego, CA 92103. Is.@ 
hereby registered by an 
individual: Jeremy D. Watson. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Diego County 
on November 10, 1987. 
Statement expires December 31, 
1992. 11/27, 12/4, 11,18 # 
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Marriage Encounter helps love bloom 


By Joyce Carr 


Southern Cross 
Last in a sertes 


As many contemporary songs, movies 
and television programs continue to 
portray marriage as an outdated lifestyle, 
the Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
movement is proclaiming a message of its 
own. 

Sometimes this message is silent and 
symbolic, but highly visible on freeways 


and parking lots in the form of window 


and bumper stickers on thousands of cars. 
The design for the Marriage Encounter 


logo conveys the meaning of the 
movement. A heart above two 
intersecting circles with a cross at the’ 


center represents a couple’s unity with 
each other and with God. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is one 
of the renewal movements in the San 
Diego diocese being covered in this series. 
Previous segments have focused on the 
Charismatic Renewal and Cursillos in 
Christianity. 

Marriage Encounter aims ‘‘to 
strengthen good marriages and renew the 
church through renewing the Sacrament 
of Matrimony, said Father Patrick Grace, 
a member of the leadership team of the 
U.S. Secretariat. ‘‘Matrimony is 
ultimately for the sake of the Christian 
community; the love of husband and wife 


“calls others to love,’’ he said. 


A married couple’s ‘‘unity in love is a 
sacramental sign to the church of Jesus’ 
love for all of us,’’ Marriage Encounter 
literature states. 

The movement also calls priests to 
unity with his people in accordance with 
the Sacrament of Holy Orders. ‘‘The call 
to celibacy in the Western Church is not a 
call to chaste bachelorhood, but a call to 
intimacy, involvement and belonging to 


From 
the staff and associates 
of 
Holy Cross Cemetery 
& Mausoleum 


May the blessing of 
Christmas be yours and 


may its joy and peace 
abide with you throughout 
the New Year. 
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER TEAM — Local leaders of the Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter movement are shown during a follow-up meeting to the encounter 
weekend, From left: Dave and Cheryl Ross, Father Patrick Grace, Paul and 


Diane Graff and Anne and Don Sada. 


his people,’’ the literature continues. 

About 10,000 couples and priests in the 
diocese have made Marriage Encounter 
weekends since the program started here 
in the early 1970s, said Patti Marcoux, a 
participant in the movement. 

During the weekend a team of three 
couples and a priest give talks designed to 
deepen participants’ relationship with 
each other and with God. They are shown 
how to improve their level of 
communication by expressing their 
feelings. Private discussions enable them 
to practice the skills demonstrated. 

After the weekend ‘‘our love bloomed 
so much, we felt called to expand our 
family,’’ said Chery] Ross of Our Lady of 
Grace Church, E] Cajon. She and her 
husband Dave are the executive team 
couple who work with Father James 
Rafferty, pastor of the Church of St. 
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Timothy, Escondido, in overseeing the 


. movement in the diocese. 


Cheryl explained other changes the 
encounter brought to their marriage. 
“‘We wanted a more loving, forgiving 
relationship’’ and opportunities ‘‘to live 
out our values with our Catholic brothers 
and sisters.”’ 

The Ross’ didn’t have to wait long. 
They began conducting Evenings for the 
Engaged, a diocesan-sponsored marriage 
preparation program; assisted with 
Beginning Experience sessions ‘for 
divorced and widowed people; and 
participated in parish RENEW groups. 

Dave said that after the encounter he 
‘found God and the church an exciting 
part’’ of his relationships. ‘‘I used to be in 
the parking lot derby,” he said, referring 
to his habit of dashing out of church after 
Sunday Mass. 


Linda Riley of St. Rose of Lima parish, 
Chula Vista, explained how the 
encounter she made with her husband 
Jerry 13 years ago changed her attitudes. 
“It made me realize the importance of 
loving unconditionally.’’ She said that 
their improved communication built 
more trust into their relationship. 

Jerry Riley said that before the 
weekend his job dominated his activities. 
‘My priorities are*now in order — God, 
marriage and family, job and apostolate 
in the church,’’ he said. 

That ministry centers around the 
movement. He and his wife Linda give 
talks at two Marriage Encounter 
weekends a year and assist in training 
other couples and priests to be presenters. 
They also recruit couples for the weekend 
by showing videos of the program. 

Some priests see the movement as a 
vital element in church renewal. 

Msgr. John Dickie, pastor of St. 
Columba Church in Serra Mesa and 
presenter at some 150 weekends, drew a 
parallel between a married person’s 
relationship with God and with his 
spouse. ‘‘Having a loving relationship 
with a spouse leads to a _ loving 
relationship with God.”’ 

He also noted that the weekend helps 
partictpants view the church as more than 
an institution. They come to realize they 
are the church and become active in 
parish activities, the pastor said. 

Msgr. Dickie and Father Rafferty 
credited Marriage Encounter with 
reducing the divorce rate among 
participants. 

Follow-up activities to the weekend 
experience include a rookie reunion for 
newly encountered couples and _post- 
encounter evenings for clusters of couples 
‘that make a commitment to bond in a 
Christian community,’’. Cheryl Ross 
said. 
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